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Congratulations 
to all the award winners at the Virtual Bremer County Fair

School of Dance
will be holding registration on 

AUGUST 17TH FROM 6 TO 8:30 P.M. 
at 300 S. Cherry St., Shell Rock

and
AUGUST 18TH FROM 6 TO 8:30 P.M.

at 231 3rd St., Parkersburg

Combination classes of Tap, Jazz, Ballet 
and Acrobatics. 

Ages 3 thru Adult,
 Beginner thru Advanced.

JoLynne Husz, Instructor
For More Information:

319-404-1934

JoLynne’s
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4-H & FFA RESULTS INSIDE!

BY ERIC VANSICKLE
news@waverlynewspapers.com

Businesses are still feeling the 
pinch in the months after the onset 
of the novel coronavirus but see an 
improvement, while consumers are 
making a slow return to retail stores 
and restaurants, according to three 
separate surveys released by the Wa-
verly Chamber of Commerce.

The results were posted on the 
chamber’s COVID-19 web page. The 

Iowa Economic Development Au-
thority along with the University of 
Northern Iowa Business and Com-
munity Services, Institute for Deci-
sion Making and Strategic Market-
ing Services queried the businesses, 
while Main Street Iowa did the poll-
ing for consumers.

The IEDA/UNI results were re-
leased on May 1, based on an online 
survey taken March 17-23 of all Iowa 
businesses, and July 20, for responses 
between May 14-29. Bremer County’s 
data was broken out for the reports 
the Waverly chamber shared, which 

Chamber survey: COVID-19 business 
impact improving, but still down

Consumers make a slow return shopping, 
dining, but making adaptations
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The Waverly Chamber of Commerce 
released business and consumer im-
pact surveys on its website.

BY ERIC VANSICKLE
news@waverlynewspapers.com

With one week to go before he officially 
becomes the Democratic Party’s nominee for 
president, former Vice President Joe Biden 
made good on his promise to select a woman 
as his running mate.

On Tuesday, media reports said that Biden 
chose California Sen. Kamala Harris, who 
also ran for the top nod before dropping out 
in December 2019, to be his running mate. 
Harris, 55, becomes the first Black and South 
Asian woman as well as third woman overall 
to be on the vice-presidential line.

Local Democratic leaders praised the for-
mer San Francisco district attorney and Cal-
ifornia Attorney General’s addition to the 
party’s ticket.

Bremer County Democrats Chairman Al 
Charlson said that Harris brings a valuable 
base of experience to the VP role.

“As California Attorney General she had 
significant administrative responsibility, and 
specifically she had to deal with law enforce-
ment and the administration of justice in 
major cities with large minority populations 
which is a significant challenge at this time,” 
Charlson said. “To this she adds her current 
experience as a senator which gives her a 
national perspective. She is well prepared to 
make a significant contribution to the Biden 
Administration from Day 1.”

Harris was born in Oakland, California, to 
a Jamaican immigrant father and Indian im-
migrant mother on Oct. 20, 1964. She attend-
ed Howard University for her undergraduate 
studies and then earned her law degree at the 
University of California, Hastings.

She was elected to be the DA in San Francisco in 2003 
and California AG in 2010 before winning the 2016 Senate 
election to replace the retiring Barbara Boxer. She currently 
serves on the Senate’s budget, Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs, intelligence and judiciary committees.

Harris came to prominence in 2018, when she grilled Brett 
Kavanaugh, now an associate justice on the Supreme Court, 
about possible meetings at his law firm about the investiga-
tion into possible election interference by Russia, as well as 
his alleged sexual assault of a classmate while in high school.

The following year, she called Attorney General Bill Barr to 
testify about the report he made about the findings by Spe-

Biden picks 
Harris as 

running mate
Local Dems pleased with Calif. 

senator joining ticket
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BY ANELIA K. DIMITROVA
editorcft@gmail.com

Cassie Daley, an account manager 
for The Accel Group, had just made 
her lunch at the office on Monday 
when she and a co-worker heard the 
sirens go off.

The Waukon native, who had 
worked for the insurance company 
since 2007, knew it was not unusual 
to hear the sirens as bad weather ap-
proached in Cedar Rapids, so keep-
ing an eye on the window, she sat 
down at her desk.

Cassie was among a handful of 
agents who worked in the office that 
day, as the coronavirus pandemic 
had restricted the number of staffers 
at one time.

But in fairly short order, as torren-
tial rain started pounding the roof 
of the one-level office building, and 
colleagues wowed in disbelief when 
they saw the tin roof of the Family 
Dollar store across the street wrap 
itself, in sections, around the cars in 
the Accel parking lot, Cassie realized 
this was not just a another storm.

It was a derecho, she later found 
out.

But before she learned what the 
Spanish term means, she witnessed 
what a derecho can do — flatten 
homes, rip up deeply rooted trees, 
tear down buildings, damage cell 
phone towers, knock out power, and 
even take a life.

LET’S DO THIS 
TOGETHER
The Accel Group’s 

Cedar Rapids 
quarters damaged 
by derecho, agents 

who suffered 
property loss work 

out of Waverly 
office to help clients
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Top: Chairs and a play set are strewn through the Daley back yard at their 
northwest Cedar Rapids home Monday.
Above: Cassie Daley, from The Accel Group’s Cedar Rapids office, works along-
side her Waverly colleagues Lori Frerichs and Kate McGlaun on Wednesday.See TOGETHER   A2

BY SILVIA OAKLAND
news@waverlynewspapers.com

Editor’s Note: This is the first of a se-
ries of articles introducing the Waver-
ly-Shell Rock community to its newest 
teachers. Today, we meet Kacy Lee, a 
third-grade teacher at Margaretta Car-
ey Elementary.

1. Tell us about your background?
Lee: I was born and raised in Iowa. 

I spent most of my childhood in New-
ton, where I attended school K-12.

After high school, I went to the Uni-
versity of Northern Iowa for college 
and graduated in 2018 with a bache-
lor’s degree in Elementary Education 
and also got a literacy minor.

After graduating, I got married and I 
moved to Shell Rock with my husband, 
Cayde Lee. When I am not teaching, 

you can usually find me walking my 
dogs, Remmi and Spencer, fishing, or 
boating on the river.

2. In what area do you teach?
Lee: I started my teaching career 

in Waterloo. I taught kindergarten in 
Waterloo at Irving Elementary for two 
years. This school year, I will be teach-
ing third grade at Margaretta Carey El-
ementary.

WORKING AT W-SR LONG TERM 
GOAL FOR KACY LEE
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Kacy Lee has joined the Waverly-Shell 
Rock faculty as a third-grade teacher at 
Margaretta Carey Elementary.

10 Q’S FOR 2020 
W-SR NEW TEACHERS

See TEACHERS   A3


